MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COMMITTEE

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WANTAGE HELD JULY 8, 2004

 A regularly scheduled meeting of the Wantage Township Committee was held Thursday, July 8, 2004, at the Wantage Municipal Building, 888 Route 23, Wantage, N. J.

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor William DeBoer, Committee members Jeffrey Parrott and Parker Space

Also Present: Clerk Administrator Jim Doherty and Attorney Michael Garofalo.

Mayor DeBoer announced this meeting is held in compliance with the New Jersey Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231.  He led those in attendance in the pledge of allegiance and salute to the flag.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor DeBoer asked the governing body to review the Consent Agenda.  No one asked for any item to be removed from the Consent Agenda. Following review, Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

1) Beaver Dam 

Mr. Doherty referred to Township Engineer Harold Pellow’s report about this matter.  He said he contacted the NJDEP about a controlled lowering of the dam.  The DEP replied it was more concerned with bears than beavers.  It was decided to contact the Emergency Management Coordinator Joseph Konopinski and Fire Department members.  Mr. Space also recommended contacting the Trappers Association. 

2) Employee Evaluations

Mr. Doherty said he had the evaluations for the DPW and the Construction Department and would follow up on the others in a timely manner.

3) Update – Bids for Revaluation

Mr. Doherty said two bids were received but the apparent low bidder was not responsive or compliant with the bid forms.  The second bidder is above the amount budgeted.  The tax assessor is reviewing the specifications to see if anything could be revised to obtain lower bids.  Mayor DeBoer said he would rather not pass an ordinance to allocate more funds for this project.

Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to reject both bids received.  A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

4) Recommended Amendment to Fee Schedule

Mr. Doherty said the CFO recommended inserting a fee for a copy of the Township Master Plan.

Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space to introduce Ordinance 2004-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XXI, FEES, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WANTAGE.”  

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.

Final hearing date on the aforementioned ordinance was set for August 12, 2004.

5) Sussex Air Show – Status Update Report

Mr. Doherty stated input was received from the County Health Department and Fire Prevention officials.  Mr. Styger, airport owner, informed them he would get the requested information.  Mr. Konopinski will coordinate a meeting with all emergency response personnel. 

6) Promotion within the DPW: Assistant Supervisor

Mr. Doherty reported that, following review of applications, the Civil Service recommended two employees for the position.  The DPW Supervisor recommended Mark Little be appointed to the position of Assistant Supervisor.

Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space, to appoint Mark Little as Assistant Supervisor of the Wantage DPW.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.
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Administrator’s Report cont’d.

7) School Superintendents

Mr. Doherty reported he received a phone call from Sussex-Wantage Regional School Superintendent George Papp to determine if he should attend the Township Committee meeting in August for an update.  The governing body decided to invite Mr. Papp and John Hannum, superintendent of the High Point Regional High School District to a work session on August 12th at 7 p.m.

8) Status of Request for Vacating Unused Roadway – R. Hill

Mr. Doherty presented a photocopy of an extract from the township tax map of the area of Route 23 and Mudtown Road.  Mr. Hill had said trees are in danger of falling and he asked the township to maintain this area.  If the township vacates that portion, he would be responsible for the trees. It was noted that if the township vacates the road then Lot 15 would be landlocked and 87 acres of Lot 17 would be landlocked.  There was discussion about this situation.  Mr. Garofalo said the trees are probably the township’s responsibility.  The DPW will be contacted to determine if they could do the work, which would depend on the size of the trees.  Mr. Space said they could look at the area following the tree work to determine if further action is needed.

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Parrott said Tony Cuccinotta was able to resolve an employee’s insurance problem.

Regarding the water survey project, he talked to Mr. Kent and he will get together with Mr. Pellow to finalize all documentation.  It is hoped to be completed by August.  Frankford and Hampton townships are also looking at doing similar studies. 

Mayor DeBoer said there is a mileage marker on Libertyville Road that should be protected for its historical value.  An antique road grader given to the township by Richard Dunn is to be placed on the side of the municipal building.  Mr. Doherty said Mrs. Von Oesen is contacting Sussex County Technical School to see if they would want to use it for a restoration project.

The mayor said he had a call from a Sussex-Wantage school board member saying there was money in surplus that the governing body had asked to be used for roof repairs.  This was not done and the governor took $535,000 of those funds to distribute to Wantage citizens in the form of a rebate.  Assemblywoman McHose could not give an exact answer about this when he contacted her.

Mr. Parrott said Governor McGreevy signed an executive order stating schools should keep only three percent of their budget in surplus.  The amount used to be six percent.  In the last eight years, revenue from the state to schools is down 13%, Mr. Parrott said.

OLD BUSINESS

Lock Box Ordinance

Mr. Doherty said emergency response personnel would be able to access buildings with keys left in a lock box.  The previous Township Committee felt it was over regulatory.

Mayor DeBoer said he could understand the need for public buildings but not private businesses. 

Mr. Space asked if there would be any deduction on insurance to a business owner if emergency responders do not have to break a large plate glass window to gain access to a building.

Mr. Parrott said if there were a robbery the liability might come back to the township.  He said he could see the need for a lock box for schools but did not think an ordinance would be needed.  He felt it should be done by businesses on a voluntary basis.  He asked that this item be included in a notice sent with the township tax bills as well as a letter regarding usage of ATVs.

Speed Control

The Friends of Lake Neepaulin requested a speed control device in their area.  Mr. Doherty said Mr. Pellow does not recommend a speed bump.  Mr. Parrott requested that the sheriff’s officers and state troopers be asked to patrol the area.  Mr. Doherty said speeding is also a problem on other township roads and any response policy needs to be applicable to the entire Township.
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NEW BUSINESS

Minutes

    Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space, to approve the minutes of the Township Committee for June 24, 2004.  A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

It was noted that the employment hours of Sue Kubie had been changed since that meeting.  Her employment time is now five hours on Monday and Wednesday and eight hours Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.

OPEN PUBLIC SESSION

Mayor DeBoer opened the meeting to the public for any questions or comments involving the good and welfare of the community.  

A Lake Neepaulin resident stated the catch basins on North Shore Drive needed to be cleaned.  Mr. Doherty said that work was done at the end of last week. 

George Frizzell of 45 Beemer Church Road informed the governing body of a problem he has with a neighbor who has 18 to 22 dogs that bark all the time.  He felt it was also a zoning issue as it appears they are operating a dog training business.

The township regulations regarding dogs were discussed.

Emil Conforth said the zoning officer denied him a license to sell used cars on property he owns on Route 23 although a review by the Land Use Board determined he was allowed to do so.  The situation was discussed in detail.  Following input from Mr. Garofalo, the mayor asked Mr. Doherty to speak with the zoning officer.

Art Jacobs asked if Mr. Frizzell spoke to be governing body.  Mr. Frizzell had left the meeting following his statements.  Mr. Jacobs said he agreed the dogs bark continually.  Mr. Jacobs then spoke about the Sussex-Wantage school board plans for a referendum next summer for a new middle school.

There being no one else present who wished to address the governing body, Mayor DeBoer closed the meeting to the public.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to enter Executive Session under the condition of attorney-client privilege to discuss pending litigation.

The executive session began at 9:50 p.m. and lasted approximately 10 minutes.

Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space, to come out of Executive Session.  A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

There being no further business to come before the governing body, Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space, to adjourn.  A voice vote was unanimously in favor.
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William DeBoer, Mayor

ATTEST:
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James Doherty

Administrator Clerk

