MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COMMITTEE

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WANTAGE HELD OCTOBER 7, 2004

 A regularly scheduled meeting of the Wantage Township Committee was called to order Thursday, October 7, 2004, at the Wantage Municipal Building, 888 Route 23, Wantage, N. J.

The workshop portion of the meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Present: Mayor William DeBoer, Committee members Jeffrey Parrott and Parker Space, Administrator/ Clerk James Doherty and Township Engineer Harold Pellow.

Mayor DeBoer stated this meeting is held in compliance with the requirements of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act and was properly noticed and advertised.  He led those in attendance in the pledge of allegiance and salute to the flag.

The topic of discussion was future plans for Woodbourne Park.

Mr. Doherty said there was originally a 10-year plan for park development.  He gave an overview of the progress made to date.  He said several concepts were discussed in various meetings with sports groups and the Recreation Commission.

Reviewing costs, he noted that in 2011, there would be a heavier tax burden than currently exists.

When a decision is made on the future plans, Green Acres would require the township to hold a public hearing.  Funding would be through a long range, low interest loan, not a grant.

Mr. Pellow placed plans of the overall site on an easel.  He explained that Phase 4 could cover three different plans.  One would consist of running power to the pump and a water line at a cost of $90,500.  The second would include erecting a pavilion, installing a septic system, concession stand, a volleyball field or small parking lot and a basketball court at a price of $166,576.  The third plan would be to construct three fields at the far end of the park with a path around them, extend the road, pave a parking lot, and build a pavilion for a total cost of $333,000.

Lighting for the baseball and football fields would be additional.  The upper area would remain hay fields.

Members of various sports groups asked questions about the plans.  It was noted there is a severe insect problem at the Lott Road recreation facility.

Mr. Pellow said a well was drilled at Woodbourne Park but he does not know the yield, a pump test would have to be done.

Committeeman Parrott stated Wantage citizens deserve a park they could be proud of and he would like to keep the cost at about $400,000.

There was support in the audience for the infrastructure being completed before more fields are built.

Mr. Pellow indicated he would make reduced copies of the plans available.

The work session adjourned at 7:55 p.m. on motion by Mr. Parrott, seconded by Mr. Space, and carried unanimously by voice vote.

There was a short recess.

The business portion of the meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor William DeBoer, Committee members Jeffrey Parrott and Parker Space, Administrator/ Clerk James Doherty and Township Attorney Richard Clark.

Mayor DeBoer stated this meeting is held in compliance with the requirements of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act and was properly noticed and advertised.  He led those in attendance in the pledge of allegiance and salute to the flag.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor De Boer requested that the governing body Review The Consent Agenda.

Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to approve the Consent Agenda.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.

CORRESPONDENCE   

Letter dated 10/7/04, from Steven Coleman, acknowledging his resignation, with regrets, from the Wantage Land Use Board.

Letter (undated) from Thomas Gildersleeve, Sussex County Purchasing Agent, extending invitation for Wantage to join the Sussex County Cooperative Pricing System.

Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to approve the Correspondence for filing.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.
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REPORTS   

Board of Health, Registrar’s, Construction Department, and Municipal Clerk’s Report for September 2004.

Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to approve the Reports for filing.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.

APPLICATIONS   

Amendment to Raffle Application RL04-24, Wantage Township First Aid Squad, changing the date for an off-premise 50/50 raffle to November 15, 2004.

Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to approve the Application as presented.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.

RESOLUTION
Authorizing the Township of Wantage to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement thereby joining the Sussex County Cooperative Pricing Council (84-SCCP) for the conduct of certain functions relating to the purchase of work, materials services and supplies for their respective jurisdictions.

Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to approve the aforesaid Resolution.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT

Mr. Clark asked for an executive session at the conclusion of this meeting under the allowance of attorney/ client privilege.

TOWNSHIP  COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS

Mr. Space said the new ladder truck was impressive at a recent house fire.

OLD BUSINESS

1) Public Bid for Purchase of Fire Pumper/Tanker

Mr. Doherty said he has one bid so far and the bids would be opened tomorrow morning.  If a contract is to be awarded, a special meeting should be scheduled for no later than Oct. 14th.

2) Vacancy on Board of Recreation Commissioners

Mr. Doherty advised that the Board of Recreation Commissioners offered the name of Kevin Fenlon of Bridle Way for consideration to the mayor for appointment to the board. Mayor DeBoer appointed Mr. Fenlon to the position for a term running through 12/31/05.

3) Vacancy on Land Use Board

Mr. Doherty advised that the Land Use Board requested no action be taken at this meeting to fill the vacancy in order to afford an opportunity to seek qualified individuals interested in appointment.

4) Stormwater Drainage on Courtland Drive

Mr. Doherty gave the history of this project and explained the options available.  Mr. Doherty stated there were two separate but related issues of concern: maintenance of the entire drainage easement serving Courtland Drive and a specific drainage problem involving 24-26 Ryan Road.  Upon conclusion of his presentation, Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space, to authorize the Township Engineer and Administrator to move ahead with investigations into the costs of making the pipe at 24 Ryan Road larger and with respect to the drainage easement for all of Courtland Drive, to wait until the wet weather ends and the easement dries out to the point that the issue can be resolved properly.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.
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NEW BUSINESS 

1) Approval of Liquor License Transfer

 Mr. Doherty reported that the State Division of Alcohol Beverage Control deemed the application complete and all fees were paid in order to transfer the liquor license at Bernhard’s Red Mill Inn.

Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space, to approve the transfer of Liquor License 1924-32-010-002 from C&B Oesen Inc. to JLT Wantage, LLC which will be trading as Fireman Dan’s Sports Lounge, effective immediately.  A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

2) Approval of Liquor License Transfer

Mr. Doherty reported that no complaints were received from the public regarding this application and the criminal background check was completed.

Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space, to approve the transfer of Liquor License 1924-33-005-004 from Dominic Santini and Greg Mackaronis (the former Roadhouse Restaurant) to Peasant LLC.  A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

3) Approval of Minutes

Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space, to approve the minutes of September 30, 2004.  A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

OPEN PUBLIC SESSION

Mayor DeBoer opened the meeting to the public for any questions or comments involving the good and welfare of the community.

No one in the audience indicated they would address the governing body.  The meeting was closed to the public.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mr. Space, to enter into executive session under the provision in the Open Public Meetings Act for attorney/client privilege.  A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

The executive session lasted 20 minutes.

Mr. Space made a motion to come out of executive session, seconded by Mr. Parrott.  A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

There being no further business to come before the governing body, Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to adjourn. A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

____________________________________

James Doherty

Administrator / Clerk

