MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COMMITTEE

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WANTAGE HELD OCTOBER 14, 2004

 A special meeting of the Wantage Township Committee was called to order Thursday, October 14, 2004, at the Wantage Municipal Building, 888 Route 23, Wantage, N. J.

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.

Present: Mayor William DeBoer, Committee members Jeffrey Parrott and Parker Space, Administrator/ Clerk James Doherty and Attorney Michael Garofalo.

Mayor DeBoer stated this meeting is held in compliance with the requirements of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act and was properly noticed and advertised.  He led those in attendance in the pledge of allegiance and salute to the flag.

BILL LIST 

Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to approve the Bill List as presented.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, Space, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.

FIRE TRUCK 

Mr. Doherty said bids for a new fire truck were opened October 8th.  Only one bid was received, from Pierce Manufacturing in the amount of $412,365.  It complies with the specifications with some variations that were minor in nature.

Mayor DeBoer explained the set up of the truck committee appointed to prepare the specifications.

It consisted of three firemen each from the Beemerville and Colesville companies and a chairman from Colesville.

Mr. Parrott said he reviewed the specifications and spoke to members of the truck committee.  He read the background of the purchase.  Safety was always paramount in this matter, he noted.  The ladder truck recently purchased in cooperation with Sussex was expensive but was needed.  He said this truck came down to affordability and he felt they could get a good tanker for less money.  In good conscience, he could not spend more than $400,000 for a new truck.  

Mr. Space said he felt the pumpers we have are adequate with other companies available and mutual aid.

Truck committee members agreed that they did not agree on the type of truck requested.

Mayor DeBoer said the governing body is here to support the fire department but when Sussex got the ladder truck, they asked to be sure everyone was in agreement with it.  He suggested that possibly someone from another town should have been included in decision.

Mr. Doherty said a needs analysis should be done and valid cases are being made by both companies.

Fire Chief Mark Blaine said they are trying to replace a 25-year-old fire apparatus and there are twisting roads in Wantage so that has to be taken into consideration.  He said there is a bid received that the Township Committee has to act on.  He was not in favor of having any more committees review the truck situation as they already spent a lot of time on it.

Leroy Little said Beemerville has looked at specifications for a tanker pumper that holds 3500 gallons and has a small pump but it is not considered Class A.  Colesville has two Class A pumpers.  He felt a smaller one would meet their needs.  The Pierce bid is high because they do not really make a pumper tanker.

Other firemen said Wantage has mutual aid on every side and it should be determined what is best in the long run.

Mr. Parrott said there is money in a bond at 3.73% interest and they should be thinking of the ability to get two trucks that would meet the needs of the fire department and safety and then not have to replace anything for 10 years.

Following further discussion, Mr. Parrott made a motion, seconded by Mayor DeBoer, to reject the only bid received as it was over the amount budgeted and the Township Committee has decided to abandon the project as specified.  Mr. Parrott noted he is not voting against the truck but he is voting against the affordability.

Upon roll call,

Ayes:  Parrott, DeBoer. Nays:  None.  Abstain: Space.  Absent: None.
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There was discussion about the possibility of obtaining an outside professional consultant who could do an assessment of the entire township regarding fire apparatus.  It was noted a cap would have to be put on the price.

Mr. Parrott suggested allocating funds to each company for their respective trucks.

Mr. Doherty said the township does not have that much money available now.

It was decided to not take any action at this time.

There being no further business to come before the governing body, Mr. Space made a motion, seconded by Mr. Parrott, to adjourn. A voice vote was unanimously in favor.

____________________________________

James Doherty

Administrator / Clerk

